A B Figure 1. Axial-view CT images at the level ofthe floo r ofthe mouth (A) and the hyo id bone (B) show the anom alous positio n ofthe carotid arteries in the retrop haryngea l space (arrows) in the 26-year-o ld woma n.
An ano malous course of the caroti d arteries in the neck is uncomm on. When such an aberration does occur, the proximity of the arteries to the midline of the pos terior portion of the pharynx can pose a risk during pha ryngeal surgery . The case described here is that of a 26-year-old woman in whom an anomalous course of the caro tid arteries in the retroph aryngeal area was identifie d as an incidental finding.
Embryologically, the carotid arteries originate in the third aortic arch and the dorsal aorta. Normally, the dorsal aortic root descends into the chest by the 8 th week of developm ent, thereby straightening the course of the internal carotid artery.I It has been postulated that an inco mplete straightening of the carotid vessels enables the embryonic angulation to persist. Thi s leads to the forma tion of tortuous or aberra nt internal carotid arteries T he D edo Ext en sio n -a sim ple but effective solu tio n .
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